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Course Description

There are many denominations, divisions and theological disputes in the modern church, but despite these types of disunity, there is a common core of belief that all faithful Christians have affirmed throughout history. For almost two millennia, this core of belief has been summarized in the Apostles' Creed. This course explains the history and use of the Apostles' Creed, as well as the details and significance of each of its articles of faith. It is based on the lecture series, The Apostles' Creed, produced by Third Millennium Ministries and hosted by Dr. Van Gayton with contributions from a variety of professors.
[bookmark: _Toc364926783]Professors

In this course a wide variety of professors from different backgrounds and different denominations participate in the making of the videos. That list has been given at the bottom of this syllabus.
[bookmark: _Toc364926784]Goals and Objectives 
GOALS
In this course, we would like to accomplish the following:
1. We hope you become convinced of the value of the Apostles' Creed and its significance for the modern church, and that you believe the doctrines expressed in it.
2. We hope you will learn the important factors of the history of the Apostles' Creed and that you will learn the meaning of each of the doctrines expressed in the Apostles' Creed.
3.  We hope that you will see the practical importance of the Apostles' Creed and that you will apply its teachings to make changes in your own heart and life.


OBJECTIVES 
When you have done the following, it will show that the goals are met:
1. Obtain satisfactory grades on the tests of the course, demonstrating that you can: a) identify key information about the history of the Apostles' Creed, and b) identify the meaning of the doctrines expressed in the Apostles' Creed.
2. Answer the application questions in the study guides, expressing your own thoughts and attitudes regarding the value and significance of the Apostles' Creed, and showing how you have applied the teachings of the course to your own life.
[bookmark: _Toc342646035][bookmark: _Toc364926785]The Facilitator

This course is designed to be studied in a group with a facilitator, supervisor, or mentor. If you do not have a facilitator, you may wish to speak with your pastor or some spiritual leader in your church. The facilitator should read the "General Guidelines for Facilitators".
Other Materials

Besides this syllabus, there are other resources you will need for this course. They should be available in the same place, or same folder, where you found this file. If not, talk to your facilitator.
Credit
These materials are offered freely to any institution that would like to use them. If the student would like to seek credit for the course, he needs to find an institution that will supervise his studies and give him credit. He should consult with them to see about their requirements and expectations.
[bookmark: _Toc364926786]Thematic Outline of the Course
	
1. The Articles of Faith
2. God the Father
3. Jesus Christ
4. The Holy Spirit
5. The Church
6. Salvation
[bookmark: _Toc364926787]
General Explanation of Assignments
The guidelines for assignments below are meant to be suggestions. Each group or academic institution may customize the course according to the needs of their students. For example, some may prefer to require the additional reading, while others may not. The same applies to the optional written project. Furthermore, some may prefer to meet once a week, while others prefer to meet more often or less often. Some groups may prefer to restructure the assignments to fit a regular pattern of classes, possibly a period of eight weeks, for example. 
Don't worry about the details now, since they will be given to you as you go through the assignments of each session, but in order for you to know what to plan for, the suggested assignments can be summarized as follows:
The Lectures
1. Watch the video lectures (or listen to the audio, or read the text version).
2. Complete the study guides for each section of each lesson. This includes writing notes on the lesson while using the outline provided, answering the review questions, and answering the application questions. 
3. Take the tests on each lesson. These will be administered in the classes. (For credit, they must be graded by the authorities of the academic institution where the student is seeking credit.)
Optional Additional Reading
Read the additional reading. This may be done in two different ways, according to the agreement you have with the facilitator or academic institution. Option 1: Read the selected additional reading provided for this course, and take the test on it. Option 2: Read at least 300 pages of additional reading that you select from the list of "Recommended Extra Reading." In this case, you should turn in a written report on each book or article, using the "Form for reading reports." (For credit, these reports must be turned in for evaluation.)
Optional Written Project
Write an 8-10 page project, following the instructions found below. (For credit, this must be turned in for evaluation.)
[bookmark: _Toc364787596]Grades
We recommend calculating the final grade as follows, depending on the option selected:
a) Without the additional reading or written project:
Each test is 16.67%.
b) Including the additional reading, but without the written project:
Each test is 12% (total: 72%).
The additional reading is 28%.
c) Including the written project, but without the additional reading:
Each test is 12% (total: 72%).
The written project is 28%.
d) Including both the additional reading and the written project:
Each test is 10% (total: 60%).
The additional reading is 20%.
The written project is 20%.

[bookmark: _Toc364926789]Specific Assignments for Each Session

These plans are only suggestions. Your facilitator may decide to modify them, as he talks things over with the group. 

INITIAL PLANNING MEETING

The first meeting is a brief orientation for the course. There is no homework before the first meeting. The student will receive the materials he needs and talk over plans for the course.

NOTE: If the group is studying a series of courses, we recommend that you take advantage of the last session of each course to make arrangements for the following course, thus avoiding unnecessary extra meetings.

LESSON 1

Watch the first video lesson (or listen to the audio or read the text) in the series from Third Millennium, "The Apostles’ Creed." The first lesson of this series is called "The Articles of Faith." We have broken down the assignments into parts, according to the main sections of the lesson. 

SECTION 1 
1. Watch section 1 of the first video lesson, called "History." (The video time is from the beginning to 25 minutes and 30 seconds, 00-25:30.)
Remember: You may also download the audio files for listening to the lecture, or you may also read the text version.
2. Use Study Guide 1.1 to help learn the contents of the first section of the lesson. Use the outline to take notes, answer the review questions, and answer the application questions. 

SECTION 2 
Repeat this procedure for section two of the video lesson, "Overview" (Video time: 25:31-49:37), using Study Guide 1.2.

SECTION 3 
1. Follow the same procedure for section 3 of the video lesson, "Importance" (Video time: 49:38-1:23:54), using Study Guide 1.3.
2. Review all sections of the lesson, in preparation for the test.     

NOTE: If you are going to do the additional reading, we recommend that you begin to do part of it now, to avoid reading a lot at the end of the course. See the assignments below.


LESSON 2 

Study the second lesson of the video series, called "God the Father." We have broken down the assignments into parts, according to the main sections of the video. 

SECTION 1
1. Watch section 1 of this second video lesson, called "God" (00-31:34). 
2. Use Study Guide 2.1 to help learn the contents of the first section of the lesson. Use the outline to take notes, answer the review questions, and answer the application questions.

SECTION 2 
Repeat this procedure for section 2 of the video lesson, "Father Almighty" (31:35-1:12:38), using Study Guide 2.2. 

SECTION 3 
1. Repeat this procedure for section 3 of the video lesson, "Maker" (1:12:39-1:39:56), using Study Guide 2.3.
2. Review all sections of the lesson, in preparation for the test. 


LESSON 3 
Study the third lesson of the video series, called "Jesus Christ." 
We have broken down the assignments into parts, according to the main sections of the video. 

SECTION 1
1. Watch section 1 of the third video lesson, called "Divinity" (00-18:11).
2. Use Study Guide 3.1 to help learn the contents of the section.

SECTION 2 
Repeat this procedure for section 2 of the video lesson, "Humanity" (18:12-57:28),  using Study Guide 3.2.

SECTION 3 
1. Repeat this procedure for section 3 of the video lesson, "Work" (57:29-1:34:58),  using Study Guide 3.3.
2. Review all sections of the lesson, in preparation for the test. 




LESSON 4 

Study the fourth lesson of the video series, called "The Holy Spirit." 
We have broken down the assignments into parts, according to the main sections of the video. 

SECTION 1
1. Watch section 1 of the fourth video lesson, called "Divinity" (00-28:19).
2. Use Study Guide 4.1 to help learn the contents of the section.

SECTION 2 
Repeat this procedure for section 2 of the video lesson, "Personhood" (28:20-48:37), using Study Guide 4.2.

SECTION 3 
1. Repeat this procedure for section 3 of the video lesson, "Work" (48:38-1:34-09), using Study Guide 4.3. 
2. Review all sections of the lesson, in preparation for the test. 



LESSON 5 Study the fifth lesson of the video series, called "The Church." We have broken down the assignments into parts, according to the main sections of the video. SECTION 1
1. Watch section 1 of the fifth video lesson, called "Sanction" (00-31:51). 
2. Use Study Guide 5.1 to help learn the contents of the section.

SECTION 2 
Repeat this procedure for section 2 of the video lesson, "Holy" (31:52-51:59), using Study Guide 5.2.

SECTION 3 
Repeat this procedure for section 3 of the video lesson, "Catholic" (52:00-1:14:54), using Study Guide 5.3 
SECTION 4 
1. Repeat this procedure for section 4 of the video lesson, "Communion" (1:14:55-1:36:16), using Study Guide 5.4. 
2. Review all the sections of the lesson, in preparation for the test. 




LESSON 6
Study the sixth lesson of the video series, called "Salvation." We have broken down the assignments into parts, according to the main sections of the video. 

SECTION 1
1. Watch section 1 of the sixth video lesson, called "Forgiveness" (00-46:57).
2. Use Study Guide 6.1 to help study the section.

SECTION 2 
Repeat this procedure for section 2 of the video lesson, "Resurrection" (46:58-1:18:44), using Study Guide 6.2.

SECTION 3 
1. Repeat this procedure for section 3 of the video lesson, "Eternal Life" (1:18:45-1:40:44), using Study Guide 6.3.
2. Review all the sections of the lesson, in preparation for the test. 



OPTIONAL ADDITIONAL READING 


Option 1:
1. Read Philip Schaff, Creeds of Christendom, chapters 1-5, pages 21-238. 
2. Use the study guides to help find the most important points. 
3. Prepare to take the test in class on these readings.

Note: Some groups may prefer to require only certain portions of the above reading.

Option 2:
1. Read at least 300 pages of additional reading, selecting for yourself from the list of "Recommended Extra Reading." Find resources related to the topics of this course.
2. Fill out a separate written report on each book or article, using the "Form for Reading Reports."
3. Prepare to share what you are learning from your reading and turn in your written reports.




OPTIONAL WRITTEN PROJECT 


Some groups may require a written project. If so, we recommend an essay of 8-10 pages, using the following guidelines:

1. Read the "Guidelines for Writing an Essay."

2. Choose a topic related to the subjects studied in this course. You may choose from the following suggestions, or you may choose another topic that is of special interest to you, as long as it is related to the subjects covered in this course.
1) What is the practical importance of the doctrine of the Trinity?
2) Are there any important doctrines missing in the Apostles' Creed?
3) What doctrines does a person need to believe in order to be saved? 
4) What are the distinctive theological beliefs of your church denomination? 
5) What are the strengths and weaknesses in the theology within your church tradition? 
6) What are the key theological differences between Christianity and Islam?
7) What are the key theological differences between Christianity and Hinduism?
8) What are the key theological differences between Christianity and Judaism?
9) What are the key theological differences between Christianity and Buddhism?
10) What are the key theological differences between Christianity and Mormonism?
11) What are the key theological differences between Christianity and the Jehovah's Witnesses?
3. Do the research and planning for the essay. Think of questions that you want to answer in your essay and write them down. This will guide your research. You may find resources for your research by looking at the list of "Recommended Extra Reading."

4. Prepare an outline, with some notes about your ideas for the content.

5. Write a rough draft of the project. 

a. Be very careful to follow the "Guidelines for Writing an Essay."
b. Make sure you include an introduction that stirs interest in the study. 
c. Explain the questions that you are especially researching. In the main body, you should include possible answers to your questions that others offer, then give your own conclusions and back them up. 
d. Include a conclusion, summarizing your answers. 
e. Make sure to add footnotes where you have used ideas from another source (even if you do not quote the source directly), and include a bibliography at the end. 

6. Finish the final version of the written project. Correct any grammatical errors or spelling mistakes. Read it aloud and make sure it is easy to understand. Polish it until it is publishable. Be prepared to turn it in.
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